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Grassfed kil

component

shows growth

NE of the big changes

seenin Oakey’sopera-

tionsinrecent yearsisthe
substantial liftin grassfed kill,
relative to grainfed numbers.

While some stakeholders may
still regard Oakey asa'grainfed
focused’ plant, up to half the
facility’stotal expanded weekly
kill isnow made up of grassfed
cattle, sourced out of the paddock
from acrosstick-free areas of
Queendand and northern NSW.
That hasrisen from agrassfed
proportion of only about 20
percent afew yearsago.

The company now competes
inthedirect-to-works market-
placeon all descriptions of
grassfed cattlefromyearling
domestic steersand heifers
through the grassfed export
bullocks, EU grass, and manu-
facturing cowsand bulls.

“I"'m extremely happy with
how we've been ableto push our
expansioninto the grassfed
marketsin the past 12 months,
but some producers may still not
be awarethat weareaviable
optionto quote on grassfed
slaughter stock,” said livestock
manager Kurt Wockner.

“Just thisweek | had acall
from acattleman who we have
not dealt with since 1987. He
booked eight decks of grassfed
bullocks, so the message about
our new operational focusis
definitely still getting out —
certainly insomeareas,” he said.

Asaresult, Oakey’sdatabase
of active vendorshas probably
tripled in size over the past two or
threeyears, and the supply catch-
ment areahasgrown enormously,
asillustrated by recent consign-
mentsfrom asfar northasMt Isa
and the Barkly Tableland.

Exposureto afar greater
supply baseisasoreflected in
the company’seffortsto ‘ put
back’ intolocal communities.

Mr Wockner said therewere
alot of pluseswith supply to
Oakey that would appeal to
potential grassfed suppliers.

Thelocation wasagood hub
for cattlefrom northern, western
or southern directions.

“Oakey isthe only southern
plant with roadtrain access, and
we'renot inatown areasowe
don’t have acurfew, assuch.
Cattlecan bedelivered at flex-
ible hoursthrough the night
without annoying anybody.”

Travel distancewasalso
important. Oakey can bethe
difference between needing to
spell or not, on cattletravelling
longer distances, and therewere
cost savingsin shorter transport

‘ I'm extremely happy with how
we've been able to push our

expansion info the grassfed
markets in the past 12 months.

Oakey Abattoir Profile

distancesfrom the source, as
well as considerations over
reduced shrink, hesaid.

“Centreslike Augathellaand
Blackall arewith within 8-10
hoursdriver-hoursrange
window, and operators|ove
coming here becausethere’s
only two setsof traffic lightsto
contend with, and cattletend to
travel well, becausethey don't
haveto go down therange, stop-
ping and starting. Wethink that
isreflectedinlack of bruising
and dark cutting, measured
against industry benchmarks.”

Currently, most of Oakey’s
grainfed kill comesfromthe
company-owned Whyalla
feedlot near Texas, with opera-
tional capacity of 50,000 head.
Otherscomefrom cattle
contracted through alied
contract feedlots.

While cattle on feed numbers
at Whyalladropped dramatically
during the recent industry down-
turn caused by high grain prices,
theriseinvalueinthe A$ and the
subdued demand caused by the
global economic crisis, opera-
tionsare now back to full
capacity.

Themost noticeable change

inthegrainfed stream, however,
istherangeof cattle on feed.
Thereare now fewer mid-fed
British typeson programsat
Whyalla, and correspondingly
more domestic and 100-day
feeding programs.

Shorter feeding periods
means greater turnover, with
Whyallacattle numbers
processed through Oakey now
closeto 2500 head each week,
about half the plant’soverall
weekly kill requirements.

Inlinewith these moves,
Whyallanow also feedsafar
broader range of breed types—
from straight Angusright
through to high-content
Brahmans —tofill the new
market focus.

“We have no particular preju-
dicefor or against certain
breeds. If wethink we can feed
them and makeit work, wewill,”
Mr Wockner said.

Most of the Slaughter cattle
buying iscarried out through
Kurt Wockner or Wade Hartwig,
with support from Oakey
Holdings Whyallastaff Russell
Handley and Nik Hannford.
Several commission buyersaso
operatefor the company.

ABOVE: Oakey livestock
manager Kurt Wockner

3 "~ looksoveraline of cattle
| representative of the ro a ‘ :
T broader range of

grassfed cattle now the flexible control system
being processed at the

plant.These Brahman www_probatch_com
export steers, consigned
from Keeroongooloo in
the Channel country,
were mostly number 8s
and 7s expected to dress
330kg or better on the
rail.

associated with

LEFT: Head stockman
Keith Voll has managed
Oakey's arrival and pre-
slaughter yards for the
past 35years. Heis
pictured with good
quality grassfed yearling
heifers.The yards are
Temple Grandin low-
stress curved race
designs with non-slip
surfaces and feeding
into an impressive auto-
mated forcing yard area.

BITWISE PTY LTD

52-54 Antimony Street
Carole Park QId 4300
Ph (07) 3271 681 |

1525937

DALBY RURAL SUPPLIES

Proudly Supporting Oakey Abattoir With
All Their Irrigation & Pumping
Requirements

queenslandcountrylife.com
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Shop 5, Plaza Level, Eagle Street Pier, Brisbane
(07) 3211 9944 1

Cha™

Restaurant
Admiralty House
70 The Esplanade, Darwin

1526312

www.chachachar.com.au (08) 8981 4544 1 www.charadmiralty.com.au
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